
 

We tend to gravitate towards our tribes; the challenge is to understand the people of other tribes.  
  --Diane Eck   

 
November 10th, 2016 

Friends in (inter)faith:  

We would like to formally invite you to the grassroots initiative Know Your Neighbor: Multifaith Encounters. This 
initiative grew out of the national Know Your Neighbor Coalition that was founded at the White House in 
December, 2015, to promote unity and mutual respect and understanding among the people of diverse 
religions and cultures who together make up our country. Multifaith Encounters is a collaboration of various 
interfaith groups, with diverse missions and objectives, who share the American value of religious pluralism.  

We know that many Americans today feel the urgency of building understanding and respect among people of 
diverse religious and cultural backgrounds, but they often don’t know where to begin. We plan to create a 
shared space in the interfaith world, an easy-to-access way for individuals or groups to find out how to become 
involved in interfaith activity locally and to show the American public the wide variety of interfaith events, 
programs, and organizations throughout the U.S.  

We are writing you because your organization has a proven track record in this area and the capacity to benefit 
the interfaith movement overall with your experience and resources, while benefiting yourselves from the 
experience and resources of other groups that share your goals and values. 

Multifaith Encounters is a work in progress, and much of what it does and has to offer will be shaped by your 
participation and that of the other members., but right off the bat we can offer your organization the following : 

1. Networking amongst some of the most recognized interfaith organizations in this country. 
2. Publicity of events and programs through our interactive map, as well as social media outlets and 

newsletters of those already on board.  
3. Resources being shared by interfaith groups who have already joined this movement. 
4. The opportunity to be on the forefront of this growing, national movement.  

We invite you to review these resources and see how joining this growing movement can benefit your 
organization, as well as religious pluralism in our nation. We truly believe in the need for this work, and that 
your organization could be of great benefit to this mission.  

Who qualifies as a Neighbor? 

1. A group that is active in interfaith work, to the extent that advancing interfaith is a part of their mission 
statement. 

2. A group that embraces pluralistic values in their mission statement, and is not exclusive towards faith 
traditions or focused on a single tradition. 

3. A group that is alive and active, whether this is through meetings, events, programs, etc.  
4. A group that shares the Know Your Neighbor: Multifaith Encounters values and mission statement, 

found at https://ing.org/know-your-neighbor-multifaith-encounters-overview/ 
5. A group that will sign the Know Your Neighbor pledge, https://ing.org/know-your-neighbor-multifaith-

encounters-overview/ 

https://ing.org/know-your-neighbor-multifaith-encounters-overview/
https://ing.org/know-your-neighbor-multifaith-encounters-overview/
https://ing.org/know-your-neighbor-multifaith-encounters-overview/


What we ask of our Neighbors: 

1. To be active participants in this grassroots movement by:  
a. Sharing events and programs of other neighbors and helping to publicize other groups efforts. 
b. Sharing your events and scalable programs to put on our interactive map. 
c. Attending online meetings. 
d. Using KYN hash tags and other methods of promotion through social media. 
e. Share the mission of Know Your Neighbor with others and invite affiliates and friends within your 

own network to join this movement. 

What will your organization get out of becoming a Neighbor? 

1. Publicity of events and programs, through the map as well as through fellow Neighbors. 
2. Exposure of your organization at a national level. 
3. Access to other resources of fellow Neighbors, outside of what is published online. 
4. Capacity building of your organization. 
5. Opportunities to network and build relationships with a wide range some of interfaith organizations, 

from some of the most prominent groups in this country to local interfaith councils with close ties to their 
communities. 

Please consider this offer to join this nationwide initiative, we believe that your organization would greatly 
benefit this movement, and hope to be able to consider you our “Neighbors.”  

 

       Sincerely, 

       Know Your Neighbor: Multifaith Encounters  

       Contact: Kate Chance, Kate@ing.org  
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