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Calendar of Important Islamic Dates

(To access an interreligious calendar, visit: www.sfinterfaithcouncil.org/interfaith-calendar)

As the United States grows increasingly diverse, recognizing important holidays of different
religious traditions not only brings awareness of the diversity within the student population and
workforce, but also instills pride in the people who celebrate them. In the case of Muslim
holidays or sacred dates, Muslim Americans may be reticent to acknowledge them due to
Islamophobia or anti-Muslim bigotry that is now pervasive in the country. Additionally, since
Muslims use a lunar calendar, the dates move 10-11 days earlier each year on the solar
calendar, which means that the actual dates may vary between different sources. Although
days in the Islamic calendar begin at sunset, and some sources list them as such, all dates below
are for the day(s) the event is observed.

Religious 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Observance

Ramadan February 18 — | February 8 — | January 28 — | January 16 — | January 5 -
March 19 March 8 February 25 | February 13 | February 3

Eid ul-Fitr March 20 March 9 February 26 | February 14 | February 4

Hajj May 25 — May 15 — May 3 — April 22 - April 11 -
May 29 May 19 May 7 April 26 April 15

Eid ul-Adha | May 27 May 17 May 5 April 24 April 13

Islamic June 16 June 6 May 25 May 14 May 3

New Year (1448 A.H.*) | (1449 A.H.*) | (1450 A.H.*) | (1451 A.H.*) | (1452 A.H.*)

Ashura June 25 June 15 June 3 May 23 May 12

Mawlid an-

Nabi August 25 August 14 August 3 July 24 July 13

for Sunnis August 30 August 19 August 8 July 29 July 18

for Shi’ah

*After Hijra (Hijra means “migration” in Arabic. This refers to the migration that the Prophet Muhammad made
from Mecca to Medina in the year 622 C.E., which marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar.) Note: In some
communities and based on differences in scholarly opinions, actual dates are subject to local sightings of the
new moon. For more information, please contact ING at Mail@ing.org .
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About the Islamic Calendar

The Islamic calendar (known as the Hijri calendar) is a lunar calendar. It contains 12 months that are based on the
cycles of the moon. The Islamic calendar shifts by approximately 11 days every year with respect to the Gregorian
calendar because 12 lunar months are only 354.36 days (12 x 29.53). The estimated 6 million Muslim Americans
may observe additional religious and ethnic holidays in addition to those described below.

Ramadan (Islamic month of Fasting)

Ramadan is the 9th month of the Islamic calendar during which Muslims fast daily from dawn to sunset as part of
an effort towards self-purification and moral excellence. Muslims believe that Ramadan is the month in which the
first verses of the Qur’an, Islam’s holy book, were revealed by God through the Angel Gabriel to the Prophet
Muhammad. To learn more, visit: www.ing.org/ramadan-info.

Eid ul-Fitr (Festival of Breaking the Fast)
This holiday commemorates the completion of Ramadan and lasts for three days during which Muslims celebrate
with special prayers, sweets, presents for children, and community festivities.

Hajj (Annual Pilgrimage to Mecca)

The Hajj or annual pilgrimage to Mecca consists of several rituals that symbolize essential concepts of the Islamic
faith, such as devotion to God, fellowship, and unity. The rituals of Hajj also commemorate the trials of the
Prophet Abraham and his family. Hajj is required once in a Muslim’s lifetime if he or she is financially and physically
able to perform it. Two to three million Muslims perform the pilgrimage annually. To learn more, visit:
www.ing.org/hajj-info.

Eid ul-Adha (Festival of the Sacrifice)

This holiday takes place on the third day of Hajj and lasts for four days. The holiday commemorates Abraham and
his family’s submission to God. The holiday is celebrated much like Eid ul-Fitr with the addition that Muslims
sacrifice a lamb, goat or cow, and share the meat with their friends, relatives, and the needy.

Islamic New Year

The Islamic New Year falls on the 1st of Muharram, the first month of the Islamic calendar. The Islamic calendar
began with the migration — or Hijra — of the Prophet Muhammad and his followers from Mecca to Medina. This
event has a special significance in Islamic history as it marks the end of the period of persecution in Mecca and the
transition to a recognized faith community in Medina. To learn more, visit: www.ing.org/islamic-new-year-info.

Ashura

Ashura falls on the 10th of Muharram, the first month of the Islamic calendar. This day marks the anniversary of
the tragic martyrdom of Husayn, the Prophet’s grandson, and many of his family members and companions. Shi‘ah
and many Sunnis commemorate the day by mourning them and reflecting on how their example can inspire them
today.

Mawlid an-Nabi

This holiday is the anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Muhammad. Sunnis observe the holiday on the 12t of
Rabi‘ ul-Awwal, while Shi‘ah observe it on the 17" of Rabi‘ ul-Awwal, the third month of the Islamic calendar.
Muslims often celebrate the birthday of the Prophet by reciting additional prayers and poems in his honor,
remembering his life and teachings, and by giving charity to the poor. In some Muslim-majority countries, the
holiday is celebrated with festivals, lights, and decorations throughout cities and in homes.
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